
Cultural Studies Reading List 

 
This suggested reading list in Cultural Studies is meant to be a humble offering to CST students and faculty at UCD.  It is  
generated within limitations of human time and space and is always open to new conversations.  The list provides CST students 
and faculty access to a range of  important concepts, terms, themes, and debates by writers who theorize, write, teach and challenge 
each other across the fields of Cultural Studies.  We have reviewed different cultural studies lists in the U.S. and globally as well 
as syllabi, and this list is probably the most current offering of a CST reading list.  We hope the list will be beneficial to both 
students and faculty who have wished for a useful list of materials to consult for discussion, coursework, exam preparations, 
reading lists and dissertation work.  The list is meant to complement a student’s more specific dissertation topic and research needs. 
This list is hyperlinked for the convenience of students/faculty. In the appendices, there are an early CST student thematic syllabus 
from 2017 (Appendix A), a list of Cultural Studies journals (Appendix B), and some Stuart Hall videos from Shields Library 
(Appendix C).  

--Compiled by Prof. Wendy Ho (former CST Chair) and GSR and CST graduate student Alejandro Ponce de Leon, 
whose research assistance and technical expertise were key to the completion of this project.  July 1, 2020. 
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_09502380601162530
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_09502380601162530
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_1350463032000101579
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_1350463032000101579
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21194328620003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21194328620003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21230991430003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21217582490003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_projectmuse_s51630_S1539663003302572
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_projectmuse_s51630_S1539663003302572
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21194328620003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21204047730003126


Ho, Wendy and Alejandro Ponce de Leon (2020). Reading list in Cultural Studies. Document. 

[8] 
 

Appendix A: Thematic syllabus 

 
Week 1: Classical “Cultural Studies” 

Grossberg, Lawrence. Cultural studies in the future tense. Duke University Press, 2010. 

Couldry, Nick. "The project of cultural studies: heretical doubt, new horizons." (2011): 9-16. 
Williams, Raymond. "Culture is ordinary (1958)." Cultural theory: An anthology (2011): 53-59. 

Hall, Stuart. "Cultural studies: Two paradigms." Media, Culture & Society 2.1 (1980): 57-72. 
Said, Edward W. “Traveling Theory.” The World, the Text, and the Critic, Reprint edition, Harvard University 

Press, 1983, pp. 226–307. 
Gilroy, Paul. "Black Atlantic as a counterculture of modernity, theorizing diaspora: A reader." Malden MA: 

Blackwell Pub (2003). 

 
Week 2: Institutionalization and the Academic Machine 

Newton, Judith, Susan Kaiser, and Kent A. Ono. "Proposal for an MA and Ph. D. programme in Cultural 
Studies at UC Davis." Cultural studies 12.4 (1998): 546-570. 

Striphas, Ted. "Acknowledged goods: Cultural studies and the politics of academic journal publishing." 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies 7.1 (2010): 3-25. 

Rutherford, Jonathan. "Cultural studies in the corporate university." Cultural Studies 19.3 (2005): 297-317. 
Cohn, Randall K., Sara Regina Mitcho, and John M. Woolsey. "Cultural Studies: Always Already Disciplinary." 

The Renewal of Cultural Studies (2011): 30. 

Moten, Fred, and Stefano Harney. "The university and the undercommons: Seven theses." Social Text 22.2 
(2004): 101-115. 

Derrida, Jacques. The Future of the Profession, Or the Unconditional University. 1999. 
 

Week 3: Whither Marxism? European Influence on Cultural Studies 
Gramsci, Antonio. The Gramsci reader: selected writings, 1916-1935. NYU press, 2000. 

Foucault, Michel. " Society Must Be Defended": Lectures at the Collège de France, 1975-1976. Vol. 1. 
Macmillan, 2003. 

Althusser, Louis. "Ideology and ideological state apparatuses (notes towards an investigation)." The 
anthropology of the state: A reader 9.1 (2006): 86-98. 

Williams, Raymond. "Dominant, residual, and emergent." Marxism and Literature (1977): 121-127. 

Hall, Stuart. "Cultural studies and its theoretical legacies." Stuart Hall: Critical dialogues in cultural studies 
(1996): 596-634. 

Deleuze, Gilles, and Félix Guattari. "Introduction: rhizome." A thousand plateaus: Capitalism and 
schizophrenia. Translated by Brian Massumi, 2 edition, University of Minnesota Press, (1987): 3-25. 

Robinson, Cedric J. Black Marxism: The making of the Black radical tradition. Univ of North Carolina Press, 
2000. 

 

Week 4: The Challenge of Women’s & Ethnic Studies 
Freire, Paulo. Pedagogy of the oppressed. Bloomsbury publishing USA, 2018. 

Ferguson, Roderick A. Aberrations in black: Toward a queer of color critique. U of Minnesota Press, 2004. 
Lorde, Audre. The master's tools will never dismantle the master's house. Penguin UK, 2018. 

Carby, Hazel. "White woman listen! Black feminism and the boundaries of sisterhood." The Empire Strikes 
Back: Race and Racism in 70’s Britain (1982): 212-35. 

Lowe, Lisa. Immigrant acts: on Asian American cultural politics. Duke University Press, 1996. 
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_14791420903527798
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_09502380500146899
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51338298890003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51338298890003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_duke10.1215/01642472-22-2_79-101
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_duke10.1215/01642472-22-2_79-101
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA51339267610003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21165417920003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21190639090003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21190639090003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51339879430003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51339879430003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21217582490003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21142714530003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21142714530003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21232452870003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21232452870003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51338205510003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51338205510003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21188997160003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21169254940003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21335775150003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21222582490003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21222582490003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21152547310003126
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Anzaldúa, Gloria. Borderlands / La Frontera. 2nd ed. San Francisco: Aunt Lute, 1999. Print. 

Crenshaw, Kimberle Williams. "Mapping the Margins: Intersectionality, Identity Politics, and Violence against 
Women of Color." Stanford Law Review 43.6 (1991): 1241. Web. 

Hartman, Saidiya. Lose your mother: A journey along the Atlantic slave route. Macmillan, 2008. 
Week 5: The “Universal” State, Human Rights & Biopolitics 

Arendt, Hannah. The Origins of Totalitarianism. 1st ed. New York: Schocken, 2004. Print. 

Rancière, Jacques. "Who is the Subject of the Rights of Man?." Wronging Rights? Philosophical Challenges 
for Human Rights (2004): 168-186. 

Agamben, Giorgio. "Biopolitics and the Rights of Man." Homo Sacer. Sovereign Power and Bare Life (1998). 
Butler, Judith. "Precarious life, grievable life." Frames of War (2009): 1-32. 

Mbembe, Achille, and Steve Corcoran. Necropolitics. 2019. Print. Theory in Forms. 
Puar, Jasbir K. Terrorist Assemblages : Homonationalism in Queer times (2017). Web. 

 

 Week 6: Racialized Colonial States, Imperialism & Policing Bodies: Anti-Blackness & Anti-
Indigeneity 

Wilderson III, Frank. "Gramsci's Black Marx: Whither the Slave in Civil Society?." Social Identities 9.2 (2003): 
225-240. 

Moten, Fred. "The case of blackness." Criticism 50.2 (2008): 177-218. 
Spillers, Hortense J. "Mama's baby, papa's maybe: An American grammar book." diacritics 17.2 (1987): 65-81. 

Tuhiwai Smith, Linda. "Imperialism, history, writing, and theory." Postcolonialisms: An Anthology of Cultural 
Theory and Criticism, Oxford: Berg (2005): 94-115. 

Tuck, Eve, and K. Wayne Yang. "Decolonization is not a metaphor." Decolonization: Indigeneity, education 
& society (2012). 

Grande, Sandy. "Red pedagogy." Handbook of critical and Indigenous methodologies (2008): 233-254. 

Kelley, Robin DG. Freedom dreams: The black radical imagination. Beacon Press, 2002. 
Byrd, Jodi A. The transit of empire: Indigenous critiques of colonialism. U of Minnesota Press, 2011. 

 
Week 7: Post-colonial His & Postcolonial Herstories 

Spivak, Gayatri Chakravorty. "Can the subaltern speak?." Can the Subaltern Speak? : Reflections on the 
History of an Idea. New York: Columbia UP, 2010. Print. 

Fanon, Frantz, and Richard. Philcox. The Wretched of the Earth. 1st ed. New York: Grove : Distributed by 
Group West, 2004. Print. 

Said, Edward W. Orientalism. Vintage, 1979. 

Quijano, Aníbal. "Coloniality of power, eurocentrism, and social classification." Coloniality at large: Latin 
America and the postcolonial debate (2008): 181-224. 

Wynter, Sylvia. "Unsettling the coloniality of being/power/truth/freedom: Towards the human, after man, 
its overrepresentation—An argument." CR: The new centennial review 3.3 (2003): 257-337. 

Federici, Silvia. "The Accumulation of Labor and the Degradation of Women: Constructing ‘Difference’in 
the ‘Transition to Capitalism’." Caliban and the Witch (2004): 61-115. 

 

Week 8: Globalization, Borders & Geopolitics 
de Sousa Santos, Boaventura. "Beyond abyssal thinking: From global lines to ecologies of knowledges." 

Review (Fernand Braudel Center) (2007): 45-89. 
Walsh, Catherine. "Shifting the geopolitics of critical knowledge: Decolonial thought and cultural studies 

‘others’ in the Andes." Cultural studies 21.2-3 (2007): 224-239. 
Shohat, Ella. "The ““Postcolonial”” in Translation: Reading Said in Hebrew." Journal of Palestine Studies 

33.3 (2004): 55-75. 
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_gale_legal15019782
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_jstor_archive_310.2307/464747
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA51339260120003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21208552060003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21208552060003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21157220320003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21157220320003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/u9eqg/01UCD_ALMA21201269460003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21161360470003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21161360470003126
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_projectmuse_s51630_S1539663003302572
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_projectmuse_s51630_S1539663003302572
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/12qmtm2/01UCD_ALMA21211119290003126
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https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_jstor_archive_940241677
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_jstor_archive_940241677
https://search.library.ucdavis.edu/permalink/f/1ns6oht/TN_informaworld_s10_1080_09502380601162530
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Escobar, Arturo. "Culture sits in places: reflections on globalism and subaltern strategies of localization." 
Political geography 20.2 (2001): 139-174. 

Appadurai, Arjun. "Disjuncture and difference in the global cultural economy." Theory, culture & society 7.2-
3 (1990): 295-310. 

Fornet-Betancour, R. "An alternative to globalization: theses for the development of an intercultural 
philosophy." Latin American Perspectives on Globalization: Ethics, Politics, and Alternative Visions 
(2002): 230-236. 

 
 Week 9: Bodies That Haven’t Lost Their Mind: Non-Human, Post-Human, Othered-Human 

Haraway, Donna. "“A Cyborg Manifesto”(1985)." Cultural Theory: An Anthology (2010): 454. 

Hayles, N. Katherine. How we became posthuman: Virtual bodies in cybernetics, literature, and informatics. 
University of Chicago Press, 2008. 

Preciado, Beatriz. Testo junkie: Sex, drugs, and biopolitics in the pharmacopornographic era. The Feminist 
Press at CUNY, 2013. 

McRuer, Robert. "Compulsory able-bodiedness and queer/disabled existence." The disability studies reader 3 
(2010): 383-392. 

De la Cadena, Marisol. "Indigenous cosmopolitics in the Andes: Conceptual reflections beyond “politics”." 
Cultural anthropology 25.2 (2010): 334-370. 

Chen, Mel Y. Animacies: Biopolitics, racial mattering, and queer affect. Duke University Press, 2012. 
Tsing, Anna Lowenhaupt. The mushroom at the end of the world: On the possibility of life in capitalist ruins. 

Princeton University Press, 2015. 

Abrahamsson, Sebastian, and Filippo Bertoni. "Compost politics: experimenting with togetherness in 
vermicomposting." Environmental Humanities 4.1 (2014): 125-148. 

 
Week 10: Science, Technology, Culture, Media Studies 

Alaimo, Stacy. Bodily natures: Science, environment, and the material self. Indiana University Press, 2010. 
Pickering, Andrew. "The mangle of practice: Agency and emergence in the sociology of science." American 

journal of sociology 99.3 (1993): 559-589. 
Latour, Bruno. “ On Technical Mediation .” Common Knowledge, vol. 3, no. 2, 1994, pp. 29–64. 

Harding, Sandra. "Postcolonial and feminist philosophies of science and technology: Convergences and 
dissonances." Postcolonial Studies 12.4 (2009): 401-421. 

Barad, Karen. "Posthumanist performativity: Toward an understanding of how matter comes to matter." 
Signs: Journal of women in culture and society 28.3 (2003): 801-831. 

Bolter, J. David, Richard Grusin, and Richard A. Grusin. Remediation: Understanding new media. mit Press, 
2000. 

Manovich, Lev. The language of new media. MIT press, 2001.  
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Appendix B: List of Cultural Studies journals 

 
Angelaki: Journal of the Theoretical Humanities 

Ariel 
boundary 2 
Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies 
Continuum: Journal of Media and Cultural Studies 
Critical Inquiry 
Cultural Critique 
Cultural Dynamics 
Cultural Politics 
Cultural Sociology 
Cultural Studies 
Cultural Studies, Critical Methodologies 
Cultural Survival Quarterly 
Cultural Values 
Culture and Organization 
Culture, Theory and Critique 
Differences: A Journal of Feminist Cultural Studies 
English Studies in Canada 
European Journal of Cultural Studies 
Feminist Media Studies 
Film Journal International 
Film Quarterly 
Games and Culture 
Globalizations 
Hedgehog Review 
Historical Journal of Film, Radio and Television 
Identities: Global Studies in Culture and Power 
Inter-Asia Cultural Studies 
International Journal of Cultural Policy 
International Journal of Cultural Studies 
International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society 
Interventions: International Journal of Postcolonial Studies 
Journal for Cultural Research 
Journal for Early Modern Cultural Studies 
Journal of African Cultural Studies 
Journal of Consumer Culture 
Journal of Intercultural Studies 
Journal of Popular Culture 
Journal of Popular Film and Television 
Media, Culture & Society 
Mediations 
Memory Studies 
New Formations 
New German Critique 
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New Left Review 
October 
Parallax: a Journal of Metadiscursive Theory and Cultural Practices 
Postcolonial Studies 
Public Culture 
Quarterly Review of Film and Video 
Resources for Feminist Research/ Documentation sur la recherche féministe 
Review of Education, Pedagogy, Cultural Studies 
Social Identities 
Social Text 
South Atlantic Quarterly 
Space and Culture 
Substance 
Television and New Media 
The Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory 
Theory, Culture & Society 
Third Text 
Topia: Canadian Journal of Cultural Studies 
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Appendix C: Stuart Hall video collection at Shields Library 
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